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In 2004 Paul Knapp and another member of the University of Arizona 
Geosciences team climbed an unnamed 6258m summit in the Muggar 
Kangri Range, to the north of the Dagze Tso. The next year they climbed 
an obscure and unnamed 5781m peak in the Ayi Shan near the main road 
that leads west across the Ayi Shan into the Zhada basin. During the 2005 
field season, while in the Kailas region they investigated the long gorge 
leading from the south shore of Lake Manasarovar into the Gurla Mand-
hata massif and climbed an unnamed 6085m peak. Most recently, in 2012, 
Barbara Carrapa, Ryan Leary and one other visited the Linzhou Range, in 
the group of peaks immediately north-east of the Loinbo Kangri Range and 
designated on the Russian 1:200,000 topographic map of the region as the 
Kanchun Kangri. On June 26th they climbed an unnamed 6164m summit 
via the west face.

Kun Lun
In the 2010/11 Alpine Journal we recorded the extensive journeys across 

the plateau of a Swedish cyclist and climber. Janne Corax continued 
his exploration in 2010 with a formidable journey with Lars B. over the 
northern Kun Lun and through a series of remote ranges in the Altyn-
Tagh. Their first target was Aleke Tag (Akato, Yusupu Aleketage 6080m). 
Having climbed this they moved on to the Qimantag Shan, on the shores 
of the Ayakkum Tso, where they made an ascent of Peak 5551m. They 
then turned west, reaching and climbing Fujian Feng (5866m), before 
heading towards the Ayalik Range, where they made ascents of Ayalik 
East (5952m) and Ayalik (6167m).

Perhaps the most impressive achievement came in 2012 when Corax 
set off again across the main chain of the Kun Lun, aiming to reach the 
remote Ak Tag range. Details are sparse but, after his companion turned 
back, he reports approaching from the south to make the first ascent of Ak 
Tag (6758m).

Tien Shan
In July 2011 the Slovenian team of Ales Holc, Igor Kremser, and Peter 

Juvan made the first ascent of the last unclimbed peak of the main Xuelian 
Group, Xuelian North-east (6231m) via the 2400m west ridge. This had 
previously been attempted in 2009 by Jed Brown and Bruce Normand. 
During their acclimatisation period they also climbed Yi-ge Feng (4420m), 
south face; Kundi Feng (4601m), north face and north-west ridge; and 
Huang Jin Feng (4708m) via the south-west face and south ridge.

On 9 July 2012 the Chinese climber Yan Dongdong was killed in a 
crevasse fall in the Chulebos Massif of the Central Tien Shan. Yan was the 
first of a new generation of Chinese alpinists, climbing new routes at the 
highest level and epitomising a new spirit of adventure and exploration. 

Further information and photos of many of these climbs are contained in the 
Japanese Alpine News and American Alpine Journal.
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I would like to extend my gratitude to Liz Hawley and to those climbers 
mentioned for their permission to use their images and expedition report extracts in 
the following notes. – I.W.

Tragedy Strikes Khumbu
The risk to human life posed by climbing on the Himayalan giants was 

brought into brutal focus at 06.30 on 18 April 2014 when a house-sized 
piece of ice calved from a glacier on the west face of Everest and struck 
the Popcorn Field area of the Khumbu Icefall, where a group of some 50 
Sherpa guides and high altitude Nepali support staff were waiting to ascend 
fixed ladders. 

Sixteen Nepalese Sherpa guides were killed, three of whom remain unac-
counted for. The dead and missing are officially listed as: Mingma Nuru 
Sherpa, Dorji Sherpa, Ang Tshiri Sherpa, Nima Sherpa, Tenzing Chottar 
Sherpa (missing), Phurba Ongyal Sherpa, Lakpa Tenjing Sherpa, Chhering 
Ongchu Sherpa, Dorjee Khatri, Then Dorjee Sherpa, Phur Temba Sherpa, 
Aankaji Sherpa, Pem Tenji Sherpa (missing), Aash Bahadur Gurung 
(missing), Pasang Karma Sherpa and Asman Tamang.

Spring Season 2013
In 1973 the Italian Everest Expedition led 

by Guido Monzino arrived in Nepal and was 
joined by a young Nepali support climber, 
Shambhu Tamang. Tamang, 16 years old at 
that time went on to summit on 5 May 1973 
and in doing so became the youngest Everest 
Summiteer and unwittingly started the trend of 
record setting on the mountain.

This trend seems to be pursued with vigour 
even today with many ‘firsts’ being claimed 
and entered into record books. During the 
2013 spring season Yuichiro Miura (80) from 
Japan, became the oldest man to climb Everest. 
His daughter, Emiri, reported that the climb 
cost ¥150 million. A Nepalese climber, Min 
Bahadur Sherchan (81) was also making an attempt, but had to turn back 
due to poor weather conditions. Prior to the final outcome Miura had said 
that should Sherchan succeed he, Miura, was unlikely to make another 
summit attempt! 

Chhurim Sherpa. (Ian Wall)
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Another record set during the 2013 spring season was that of Chhurim 
Sherpa, (29) from the Tapeljung district of eastern Nepal. She climbed 
Everest twice in a week from Base Camp and became the first female 
climber to do so. After summiting on 12 May Chhurim had a two-day rest 
at Base Camp before setting off again for the summit for the second time 
which she attained on 29 May and, at her own admission, for no other 
reason than to achieve something that had not been done before. 

The Himalayan Times announced on 2 March 2014 that the Peak Permit 
fees will be reduced from US $25,000 to US $11,000 per climber in January 
2015. For Nepali climbers the Permit Fee will remain unchanged at 
NR60,000. Nepal’s mountaineering revenue covers more than 4% of the 
GDP, (nearly US $3 million per year from Everest alone).

In a bid to increase this revenue the Cabinet is seeking permission to 
open another 104 peaks to climbing, which will increase the number of 
peaks open to mountaineering activities to 414. 

During May 2013, Everest (8848m) predictably tops the league table of 
spring season ascents – 539 by 22 nationalities (409 climbers reached the 
summit in 2012); Everest (North) 119 by 21 nationalities (138 in 2012); 
Lhotse (8414m) 76 by 24 nationalities); Makalu (8468m) 9 by 6 nationali-
ties; Cho Oyu (8188m) 16 ascents on 13, 21 and 22 May by climbers from 
Nepal, Estonia, UK, USA, and Switzerland; Kangchenjunga (8598m) 15, 
all on 20 May by 7 nationalities. 

Other spring ascents include the FA of Gandarbha Chuli (6248m) 
located in the Annapurna Sanctuary (between Annapurna III and Mach-
apuchari) by two Romanians, Cosmin Andron and Cristina Pogacean 
with the support of Purna Tamang, Hasta Magar, Sohit, Sukram Tamang, 
Dawa Tamang, Ram Shresta, Wanchu Sherpa and Lok Bahadur Gurung. 
The Romanian Route was established between 2 and 6 May 2013 and 
climbs a mixed line of moderate difficulty to the south-west ridge; this in 
turn joins the west and summit ridge. 

Base camp was established near the confluence of the Modi Khola 
and the tributary running south from the Annapurna III Sanctuary and 
Advance Base Camp was established at 4448m just below the glacier. On 
4 May bad weather set in causing slow progress and forcing the pair to 
bivouac below the SW ridge and then again on the ridge but by 6 May the 
storm had cleared and progress resumed. On the west ridge the climbers 
continued unroped until it became knife-edged and covered in a thin and 
unstable layer of snow. Easier terrain followed, but the final 30 metre 
summit section increased in severity with the angle varying between 55° 
and 65°. 

Out of respect for local beliefs and following discussion with the Nepa-
lese staff the climbers decided not to set foot on the actual summit. Instead 
they began their descent back down the route from their high point a few 
metres below the top. However the climbers maintain that in the official 
documentation for this peak it appears only as unclimbed and not ‘sacred’ 
or ‘forbidden’. Andron described the route as a combination of the Swiss 

Route on the Courtes and the Cosmiques Arête, but bigger. 
Himlung Himal (7126m) was climbed on 14 May 2013 by a Nepalese 

and French climber. Located in the Manaslu region north-east of the 
Annapurna range, Himlung Himal lies close to the Tibetan border in a 
remote northern corner of Nepal. It was first climbed in 1992 by a Japanese 
climber but due to its remoteness it receives little attention and by 2013 it 
had only had two British ascents. 

Putha Hiunchuli (7246m) is situated in the Dhaulagiri range and is the 
westernmost peak in this Himal. It is also sometimes referred to as Dhaula-
giri VI. It was ascended via the north-east face on 21 May by the Swiss 
climber Erwin Jaconet and German climbers Günther Dannecker and 
Peter Ulrich accompanied by a Nepalese climber. 

Talung North Face (7349m), remotely situated on the Nepalese-Sikkim 
border immediately south of Kangchenjunga, has only had three previous 
ascents. From 15-19 May 2013 the accomplished Czech mountaineers 
Marek Holecek and Zdenek Hrubý made the first ascent of the difficult 
north face alpine style, descending the west face on 20 May. The pair estab-
lished their base camp at 5100m in the Yalung Valley after a 16-day trek 
in. From BC they set about acclimatizing and carrying out reconnaissance 
trips to the mountain. 

Initially they planned to climb the north-north-west pillar but a dry lower 
third made this impractical. Settling on a line on the face to the left of the 
North West Pillar the pair had four bivouacs before reaching the summit and 
then another on the descent in poor visibility and deteriorating weather 
conditions. The route consisted of steep hard water-ice, a series of gullies up 

The north face of Talung (7349m), showing Czech route. (Marek Holeček /
Zdeněk Hrubý)
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the headwall and a final ice slope and dièdre escaping through the summit 
rock band. Approximately 2500m in length, it took the pair a total of five 
days base camp to base camp. They named the route Thumba Party and 
graded it W16 and M6+ with the crux section being in the upper headwall. 

Ama Dablam (6812m) had 13 recorded ascents from between 10-18 
May representing Nepal, Russia and Austria. A photo was taken in April 
2012 by Freddie Wilkinson of Ueli Steck negotiating a web of fixed lines 
on the summit. The proliferation of fixed rope and waste on popular routes 
in the Himalaya is a complicated issue. There have been noble efforts over 
the years to clean up this route, but the expedition debris keeps building up.

Baruntse (7152m), in the Khumbu district, had two ascents via the 
south-east ridge by German climbers, Christoph Descher and Olev Rick, 
summiting on 3 May 2013.

Dragmorpa Ri (6185m), situated in upper Langtang, is a recently opened 
peak. The first ascent was made on 30 May by Russian climber Roman 
Gretzky. Details of the ascent are sketchy but the permit details show he 
made his ascent on the south-east side.

South Face of Annapurna showing line taken by Ueli Steck (solo) and later 
Stéphane Benoist and Yannick Graziani. (Ian Wall)

Autumn Season 2013
On 10 October Ueli Steck completed a fast ascent of a new line on 

the South Face of Annapurna to the right of the route first ascended by 
Chris Bonington’s team in 1970. The route was initially tried in 1992 by 
Pierre Béghin and Jean-Christophe Lafaille. Climbing without supplemen-
tary oxygen and completely alone, Ueli left his Advanced Base Camp at 
5000m, crossed the bergschrund at 5650m and reached the summit in 18hrs 
30mins. He spent just a couple of minutes on the summit before descending 
to his ABC via the same route, completing both the ascent and descent in 
a total of 28 hours. 

Directly following Steck’s ascent, French guides Stéphane Benoist and 
Yannick Graziani repeated the route alpine style over 10 days from 16-26 
October. They, however, were pinned down for a significant period by bad 
weather high on the face. Benoist subsequently suffering severe frostbite 
injuries [see article page 24].

Bamongo (6400m), situated on the Tibetan/Nepalese border in the 
Rolwaling Himal, received its first ascent on 29 October 2013 by a Chinese 
and Nepalese team. The route follows the pillar feature on the steep south-
west face leading to the south-west ridge which in turn was followed to the 
summit. Liu Yong, Mingma Gyalje and Pema Tshering Sherpa climbed to 
their first bivouac at 5440m. The next day leaving at 05.00 they reached the 
summit at 14.25 and had returned to base camp at 4800m by 21.30. The 
final upper ridge had been of soft snow preventing any real protection for 
five pitches followed by another hour of insecure climbing to the summit. 
The team climbed tied in to one 60m rope on the initial 40-60° slope which 
then reared up steeply in the final 30m to the summit. 

Himlung (7126m) is situated in the Manaslu region and is increasingly 
being used to provide opportunities for 7000m+ ascents. Himlung is not 
technically difficult, but interestingly, during the autumn 2013 season, 
the peak received a visit from a huge 72-member medical research group 
and 25 climbing Sherpas. Led by the Swiss physician Urs Hefti the team 
employed 5000m of fixed rope along the route to the summit. Initially 30 
members and 17 sherpas ascended the south-west ridge from their third 
and high camp to summit between 10.00 and 16.00 on 22 October, the 
remaining 33 members failing to go beyond their second camp at 6950m. 

Ama Dablam (6812m) got off to a poor autumn season start with a late 
monsoon storm being blown back into Nepal as a result of the typhoon 
that hit India. This caused a considerable amount of snow to be deposited 
particularly in the central and western Nepalese Himalaya. Ama Dablam 
got more than its fair share of new and heavy snow causing a big back-log 
of expeditions building up at base camp which in turn resulted in 20 teams 
retreating from around 6350m. Their retreat was blamed on the lack of 
fixed ropes and none of the teams had mountain staff with rope fixing 
experience. It was not until 15 November that ropes were finally fixed to 
the summit; clients then reached the top on 16 November 2013.


